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Urban  District  of  Holme. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1919. 


Mk.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Owing  to  the  recent  date  of  my  appoint- 
ment as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I 
regret  that  some  of  the  information  necessary 
for  me  to  make  a complete  report  on  the 
sanitary  work  of  your  district  is  not  avail- 
able. 1 have,  however,  as  far  as  possible, 
complied  with  tin  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  the  arrangement  of  this  report 
follows  those  instructions  so  far  as  is  applic- 
able. 

The  Urban  District  of  Holme  comprises  an 
area  of  3,464  acres,  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  Pennine  Ridgo.  It  varies  in  altitude 
fiom  640  ft.  (the  bottom  of  Holmbanks)  to 
1,718  l't.,  the  highest  part  of  tile  ridge  on, 
the  Huddersfield- \\  oodhead  ltcad.  The  prin- 
cipal collection  of  houses  is  the  village  of 
Holme  itself — 970ft.  above  the  sea  level.  The 
conformation  of  tin  land  is  rugged  and  in 
some  parts  very  steep.  In  the  vicinity  of  the 
village  and  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  district 
there  is  grazing  land,  hut  the  higher  parts 
which  form  the*  greater  portion  of  the  area 
tho  land  is  moorland.  The  population  of  the 
district,  at  the  1911  census  was  389,  is  now 
estimated  at  361.  There  are  96  inhabited 
houses,  and  about  30  empty.  Most  of  tiles, 
are,  how.  vor,  dilapidated,  though  some1  of 
them  could  be  made  habitable'  if  required.  Of 
tho  96  all  except  erne  are  at  a rental  of  umle-f 
£16.  Eighty-five  of  the  houses  are"  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains,  and  72 
are  coupled  to  the  Council’s  servers.  There 
arc  no  factories  or  workshops  in  the  district, 
the  inhabitants  for  the  most  part  find  occu- 
pation in  the-  woollen  mills  e.t  Holmfirth 
Hospital  accommodation  for  accidents  is  pro- 
vided at  the  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary, 
nine  miles  away,  and  infectious  diseases  are 
taken  to  the  Colne  anil  Holme  Joint  Isola- 
tion Hospital  at  Mcutham.  There  are  very 
few  in  receipt  of  relief  from  the  Board  e.i 
Guardians.  The  water  supply  consists  e 1 a 
covered  tank  containing  about  160,01)0  gal- 
h rii  cf  good  water,  which  comes  front  a elrift, 


and  though  this  has  hitherto  amply  supplied 
tho  needs  of  the  district,  the  addition  of  a 
water  conveyancing  system  of  sewage,  when 
fully  developed,  may  cause  a deficiency.  To 
obviate  this,  the  Council  has  in  hand  a 
scheme  for  increasing  the»  water  supply  and 
at  the  same  time  protecting  the  present 
system  from  pollution.  At  present  the  Coun- 
cil’s mains  supply  85  houses  with  water. 
Eleven  aro  dependent  on  private  supplies, 
which  are  numerous  in  the  district. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  and  streams  are  entirely  free 
from  pollution  except  what  flows  in  from  tiie 
land. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  village  of  Holme  is  supplied  with  effi- 
cient drains,  consisting  of  earthenware  pipe's 
pie  pearly  ventilated  with  shafts  and  manholes. 
The  sewage  is  collected  in  a settling  tank, 
the  clear  effluent  draining  on  land  specially 
used  for  the  purpose.  There  have  been  no 
coir. plaints  of  nuisance  from  the  outfall 
works.  Seventy-two  houses  are  coupled  up  to 
the  main  sewer,  and  there  are  very  few,  if 
any,  sinks  that  are  not  disconnected.  In  the 
ce  ntre  of  tin  village  three  houses  still  require 
coupling  up  to  the.  main  sewer.  There  has 
been  no  extension  of  the  sewage  sc  hem  > 
during  1919. 

CIA  'SET  AC’COMMf  )D  AT  1 ON. 

Sanitary  conveniences  are  of  two  kinds — 
mi  del;  n privies,  of  which  there  are  52,  and 
water  closets,  of  which  there  are  20.  Some 
of  the  privies  arc  wrongly  constructed  and 
toe;  large.  There  are  no  privies  with  open 
midd  ns.  No  new  closets  have  been  built 
eluting  the  year. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Council,  whose 
employees  periodically  bru.sh-clean.se  the 
sii  eets;  in  tb  village  once  a we  . k in  summer, 
less  fre  lueutly  in  winter.  The  emptying  of 
the  privies  is  also  undertaken  by  the  Council, 
the'  privies  being  emptied  in  rotation,  this 
work  amounting  to  about  60  loads,  which  aro 
led  < n to  the  land  by  the  farmers.  there 
are'  three  public  ashbins  and  no  movable  one’s. 
About  2d  b ads  of  refuse  were  carted  to  the 
tip  during  the  year.  The  estimated  cost _ of 
cmntying  the  privies  and  ashbins,  exclusive 
ef  labour,  is  £6. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OE  DISTRICT. 

'Idle'  Inspector  ol  Nuisances  reports  that  he 
has  mad  102  inspections  during  the  year 
1919.  Two  informal  notice's  were  served  dur- 
ing the  ye  ar,  hut  the1  nuisance's  have  not  yet 
been  abated.  No  statutory  notices  have 
h en  served. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT. 

Holme  Urban  District. 

To  Dr.  llv.  \Y.  Williams,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. — 1919. 

Dear  Sir, 

] hereby  furnish  statement  of  inspections 
made  and  sanitary  work  coming  under  my 
notice  or  supervision  during  1919: — 

Inspections. — No.  of  Inspections  of  dwell- 
ings, etc.,  GO;  farm  premises,  34;  sewers, 
etc.,  8. 

Nuisances. — Number  of  nuisances  reported 
to  the  Council.  3;  abated,  1;  in  hand  at  close 
of  1918,  2. 

Notices. — Number  of  notices  served  (infor- 
mal), 2;  notices  re  Housing  Acts  Regulations 
arc  sent  by  the  Clerk ; number  of  nuisances 
in  hand  at  close  of  1919,  3. 

Cow  Sheds. — Number  of  cow-sheds  in  dis- 
trict, 28;  con-sheds  inspected  and  lime- 
waslied,  28;  cows  kept  in  distinct  (approxi- 
mate), 70  to  80. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Number  of  water 
closets  in  district,  20 ; earth  closets  in  dis- 
trict, 52 ; water  closets  provided  to  old  pro- 
perty during  1919,  0;  earth  closets  provided 
to  old  property  during  1919,  0. 

Sewers  and  Drains. — No  development  din- 
ing 1919. 

Housing  Acts. — Number  of  houses  in- 
spected under  these  Acts,  51 ; found  satisfac- 
tory on  inspection,  16;  not  reasonably  fib  for 
habitation.  2;  with  minor  defects,  33.  These 
houses  were  inspected  in  December,  1919,  rlie 
results  of  the  Council’s  intention  cannot  be 
stated  in  1919  report,  but  will  come  in  report 
for  1920. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Sam  Bray. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH 
CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses,  tents,  vans, 
underground  sleeping  rooms,  or  offensive 
trades  in  the  district. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

There  have,  been  no  sanitary  extensions 
during  the  year,  but  so  far  as  drainage  will 
allow,  it  is  very  necessary  that  water  closets 
shall  be  substituted  for  the  earth  closets  as 
largely  as  possible.  There  are  several  in- 
stances of  insufficient  closet  accommodation, 
those  at  Holmbanka  being  the  most  glaring. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  is  one  elementary  school  in  the  dis- 
trict, which  is  clean  and  well  kept. 
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FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.— There  are  16  co\ 
keepers  in  the  district,  hut  only  6 sell  . 
than  a few  gallons  per  day.  There  is  no  uc- 
livc.ry  of  milk,  the  inhabitants  fetching  it 
when  required.  There  are.  28  cowsheds, 
wliicli  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year 
and  are  fairly  satisfactory.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  arc  between  70  and  80  milch  cows 
in  the  district.  The  Milk  (Mothers  and 
Children)  Order  of  1918  gives  the  Council 
power  to  provide  milk  free  or  at  less  than 
cost  to  suitable  cases  of  nursing  mothers  and 
children ; but  there  has  been  no  application 
for  it  during  the  year. 

(b)  Other  Foods. — Most  of  the  other  foods 
arc  brought  from  the  neighbouring  district  of 
Holmfirlh,  whose  food  supply  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory  during  the  year.  There  is  no 
slaughter-house,  bakehouse  or  public  abattoir, 
and  no  meat  has  been  found  tuberculous  or 
otherwise  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OYER 
LN E ECHOES  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  three  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  year — two  of 
typhoid  fever  and  one  of  scarlet  fever.  I 
r,  gret  to  have  to  report  that  one  of  the  cases 
of  typiioid  fever  died.  All  of  these  cases 
occuried  during  the  last  four  months  of  the 
year — the  typhoid  in  September  and  the  scar- 
let Ever  in  tuc  last  day  of  the;  year. 

SANITAR  Y ADM  IN ISTRATION. 

1.  — The  Staff  consist  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  both  of 
whom  are  part-time  officials.  At  the  end  of 
August  Dr.  Thorp  relinquished  the  appoint- 
ment of  M.O.H.  and  on  September  1st  your 
present  Medical  Officer  of  Health  commenced 
duties. 

2.  — The  hospital  accommodation  available  1 
for  infectious  diseases  is  at  the  Colne  and^ 
Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  situate  at 
M Ilham,  about  four  miles  distant.  The  hos- 
pital, which  has  accommodation  for  u 2 
patients,  is  shared  by  other  urban  districts 
m the  Holme  and  Colne  valleys,  and  is 
governed  by  representatives  from  these  Coun- 
cils. Holme  1 rban  District  Council  appoints 
olio  representative.  Cases  of  smallpox  should 
they  arise,  would  be  treated  at  Moor  Top, 
Mcltham,  a branch  of  the  Colne  and  Holme 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and  under  the  same 
administration. 

3. — Local  Acts,  special  local  orders,  or 
general  adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  tho  District 
and  their  a [ministration — None. 

4.  — The  West  Riding  County  Council 
Laboratory  is  available  for  chemical  and  uac- 
teric  logical  examinations. 

4 


I 


if 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Only  on*  liirth  (a  male)  has  been,  regis- 
tered during  the  year,  which  given  a birth- 

whole  of  England 

duri ng  | i wan  18.5. 

Seven  deaths  were  registered  in  the  year — 
l(i*i'  males  and  i hree  females  but  in  addition 
two  males  died  outside  the  district  and  were 
brought  home  lor  interment.  This  gives  a 
death-rate  of  28.8,  that  for  England  and 
V ales  for  the  same  period  being  13.8. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Councillors,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HOUSING. 

(I)  General  housing  conditions  in  the  dis- 
trict.— Above  the  average  for  the  dis- 
trict. 

(1)  Number  of  houses:  Total  number,  96; 
number  for  the  working  classes,  95;  new 
bouses  for  the  working  classes  erected  during 
the  year  or  m course  of  erection : None. 

(2)  Population,  361.  No  important  change 
has  taken  place  during  the  year  or  is  antici- 
pated in  the  near  future. 

(3)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage'  of  Houses : 
Approximately,  none.  (b)  Measures  taken 
or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage : None. 

(II)  Overcrowding: — 

(1)  Extent:  None. 

(2)  Causes  : None. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to 
deal  with  overcrowding;  None. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt 
with  during  the  year  : Action  taken,  none. 

(III)  Fitness  of  Houses: — 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the 
district:  For  the  most  part  good,  (b)  Gen- 
eral character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in 
unfit  houses:  Want  of  repair;  some  with  in- 
sufficient closet  accommodation. 

(2)  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses 
under  (a)  tin  Public  Health  Acts  : None. 

(3)  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness, 
special  measures  taken,  and  any  suggestions 
m the  matter  : Want  of  labour  and  scarcity 
and  high  price  of  material. 

(4)  Conditions,  so  far  as  they  affect  hous- 

ing, as  regards  water  supply,  closet  acconimo- 
d 1 ' 1 ml.  tog<  ther  with 

taiken  during  the  year  in  tlmx. 


matters: — Water  supply  is  efficient,  as  these 
are  many  private  supplies  in  addition  to  the 
Council’s  system,  which  is  connected  to  S5 
out  of  the  96  houses.  Closet  accommodation! 
requires  careful  consideration  in  view  of  the 
endemic  typhoid  which  has  been  present  for 
years.  The  disposal  of  refuse  may  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory  for  the  needs  and  size  of 
the  district. 

(IV)  Unhealthy  areas:  None. 

(V)  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
etc. : None. 

(VI)  Statistics  for  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1919 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  complaints  were  made  that  they  are 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  (a)  by  house- 
holders, none;  by  parish  councils,  none. 

(2)  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing 
Act  of  1969:  None,  (a)  Number  of  houses 
under  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  section : 
None,  (b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 
were  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  : 
About  30,  most  of  them  unoccupied, 
(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  of 
which  were  remedied  without  making  closing 
orders:  (hie. 

(3)  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1919: — (a)  Number  of  orders  for  repaiis 
issued:  None,  (b)  Number  of  cases  in  which 
repairs  carried  out  by  the  local  authority : 
None,  (c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  volun- 
tarily closed  on  notice  by  the  owner  that  they 
could  not  bo  made  lit  without  reconstruction  : 
None. 

(4)  Closing  Orders : — (a)  Number  of  repre- 
sentations made:  None,  (b)  Number  of  clos- 
ing orders  made : None.  (e)  Number  of 
dwelling-houses  in  regard  to  which  closing 
crd'.  rs  were  determined  on  the  houses  being 
made  lit  for  human  habitation:  None. 

(6)  Demolition  Orders: — (a)  Number  of 
demolition  orders  made:  None,  (b)  Number 
of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demoli- 
tion orders  : None. 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
voluntarily  : None. 

(7)  Obstructive  Buildings : — (a)  Number  of 
representations  made,  Section  38  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act  of  1890 : None.  (b)  Number  rf 
buildings  demolished:  None,  (c)  Number  cf 
representations  still  under  consideration : 
None. 

(8)  Staff  engaged  in  the  housing  work  w ith, 
briefly,  duties  of  each  officer:  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  both 
of  whom  are  part-time  officials. 
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TABLE  I. 


Holme  Urban  District. 

Vital  Statistics  during  1919. 

1 

Population  361 

Births  during  the  year — 

Number  1 

Bate 27 

Total  Deaths  in  District- 

Number  7 

Bate 20 1 

Transferable  Deaths — 

Transferred  out nil. 

Transferred  in  2 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  District — 

Under  1 year nil. 

Birth  Bate  per  1,000  Births nil. 

At  all  ages 9 

Bate 28' 8 

Total  Population 361 

Total  Civilians 347 

Total  Houses  95 

Average  per  House 36 


Isolation  Hospital  ...  Colne  <te  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Meltham. 
Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  The  West  Hiding  County  Council  Sanatoria. 


TABLE  III. 


Holme  Urban  District. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1919. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 

“ Residents,”  whether  occurring  withiu  or 
without  the  district. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  2. 

2 and 

under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

r— . 

X,  C-i 

c3  »- 
_ V 
O r— 
•— t X 

5 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  t>5. 

a 00 

ri  j- 
0) 

3 Iz 
5 

Over  80. 

I Certified  

All  Causes 

1 Uncei'i  ified 

9 

1 

3 

5 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Cancer 

1 

i 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

1 

i 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

1 

Violence 

1 

i 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Causes  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Totals 

9 

1 

3 

5 

No  Infant  Moitalily. 


No  Illegitimate  Births. 


